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SEQUIM GAZETTE

The Buzz presents a selection of unique garments

Sequim
Kknitter
shows
designs for
the first time

by AVANI NADKARNI
Staff writer

For Patricia Earnest, the
beauty of a sweater is in the
details.

Earnest, who will display an
array of her hand-knit sweat-
ers and vests at The Buzz coffee
shop next week, said she scours
garage sales and antique shops
to find the perfect button and
thinks long and hard about
pocket placement.

“I use all kinds of antique
buttons or I have friends who
are potters make me different
buttons,” Earnest said. “It’s
those little things that make the
piece unique.”

She has been using yarn
made of soft, natural materials
such as alpaca, bamboo and
cashmere. Earnest also uses
yarn bought from a women’s
cooperative in Uruguay.

“They make the yarn from
the sheep as a means of in-
come,” Earnest said. “I want to
support things like that.”

While she has been knitting
since her childhood in England
— “My mother taught me at a
young age,” she said — Earnest
said she never thought to put
her creations up for sale until
The Buzz owner Deb Ferguson
made a suggestion.

“She (showed me) some
examples of her sweaters and I
just thought they were wonder-
ful,” Ferguson said.

“She said ‘Oh my goodness,
you should sell those!”” Earnest
said. “I was surprised. That was
not in my mind at all.”

Earnest said she is excited to
present her items to the public

Patricia Earnest’s WhimZees
Knitwear Designs will be
featured at The Buzz from
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday, Nov.
23, and Saturday, Nov, 24.
A variety of Earnest’s hand-
knit sweaters, vests, scarves
and hats will be displayed in
various materials and colors.
For more information, con-
tact Earnest at 775-7619.

for the first time. She said her
daughter is planning to drive
from Portland to model some of
the designs.

“It’ll be sort of a fashion
show,” she said.

Earnest is working on start-
ingherownbusiness, WhimZees
Knitwear Designs, and said this
event is a little like dipping her
toes into the water.

“I (eventually) want to em-
ploy women so they have a
source of income,” she said.
“ButI'mnot there yet. That’smy
grandiose idea.”

While she works to get her
business going, Earnest said the
show at the coffee shop is a per-
fect venue for her creations.

“I like sort of quirky things,
funky designs,” she said. “It’s
kind of like that at The Buzz.
(my designs) fit right in.”

Ferguson said it is a bit of a
test for her and the café as well.

“If this goes over well, I
think it would be fun (for the
future),” said Ferguson. “We
feature artists every month, and
Ithink this would be afun way to
feature those whose things don’t
hang on a wall.”

Earnest added the best thing
aboutbuyinghand-knit piecesis
the uniqueness of each item.

“I don’t quite do what every-
body else does,” Earnest said.
“People get something original.
No one will ever have anything
like it.”

Patricia Earnest, right, prepares
her hand-knit hats to be featured
at The Buzz on Nov. 23-24.

Sequim knitter Patricia Earnest models one of her hand-knit vests.
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